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report  of  free  library  COMMISSION  1915. 

BUILDINGS. 

The  following  building  operations  have  been  carried  on  during  the 
past  year : 

Chester.- — Alterations  were  made  to  the  building  of  the  Chester  Free 
Library  so  as  to  make  better  provision  for  the  children. 

Midland.— A.  very  attractive  and  well  planned  building  was  com- 
pleted at  a cost  of  $22,500-.  This  was  the  result  of  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  Carnegie  corporation  and  the  town  school  authorities.  The 
library  is  not  yet  in  operation  but  will  be  before  long. 

Hazleton. — The  work  of  fitting  up  a large  room  in  the  basement 
of  the  Public  Library  for  a children’s  department  has  been  finished. 
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North  East. — The  McCord  Memorial  Library  building  lias  been  fin- 
ished, giving  the  public  library  a beautiful  home  on  one  of  the  most 
prominent  corners  in  the  town.  The  building  is  of  a light  colored 
brick  with  stone  trimmings. 

Wallingford. — The  new  building  for  the  Helen  Kate  Furness  Free 
Library  has  been  completed.  This  was  given  by  members  of  the  fam- 
ily as  a memorial  to  Dr.  Horace  Howard  Furness  and  wife. 

Warren. — The  construction  of  the  beautiful  building  for  the  Public 
Library  was  begun  and  it  is  hoped  the  work  will  be  finished  early  this 
spring.  The  cost  will  be  about  $100,000. 

West  Chester. — An  addition  to  the  Public  Library  building  has 
been  constructed  to  provide  quarters  for  the  children’s  work. 

FIELD  WORK. 

This  part  of  the  work  includes  everything  looking  to  the  building 
up  of  the  free  library  movement  through  the  State.  It  is  partici- 
pated in  by  several  members  of  the  staff  although  the  most  of  it  falls 
to  the  lot  of  Miss  MacDonald,  the  Consulting  Librarian. 

In  all,  forty-four  trips  covering  two  hundred  thirty-seven  days, 
were  made.  Some  of  these  were  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  new 
libraries;  some  were  to  consult  with  those  who  were  planning  to  es- 
tablish libraries,  some  were  to  attend  library  meetings,  and  others 
were  visits  to  see  how  work  was  going  on. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  librarians  were  visited.  Sometimes  the 
same  library  was  visited  twice,  so  that  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
visits  were  made. 

The  work  of  organizing  included  one  library  which  had  been  opened 
for  use  the  year  before,  without  being  put  in  proper  shape.  Including 
this,  ten  were  arranged  in  order.  In  addition  the  books  of  the  Doyles- 
town  Library  Company  which,  for  many  years,  had  been  run  on  a 
subscription  basis,  were  classified,  catalogued  and  put  in  shape  for  use 
as  a free  library  under  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Charles  C.  Cox. 

The  libraries  of  Pine  Grove  High  School  and  Messiah  Bible  School 
at  Grantham,  were  also  arranged  for  better  service. 

Fourteen  meetings  of  librarians  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
State.  One  of  these  was  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Keystone  State 
Library  Association  at  Butler,  October  21st-23d.  The  others  were 
round  tables  to  bring  together  the  workers  under  circumstances  which 
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are  less  formal.  These  smaller  meetings  have  had  a wonderful  effect 
in  establishing  an  esprit  de  corps  and  giving  a better  tone  to  the  work. 

Thirty  conferences  were  held  with  clubs,  committees,  library  trus- 
tees and  others  interested  in  the  library  movement. 

GIFTS. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  a number  of  gifts  for  libraries  which, 
while  not  as  many,  are  considerably  larger  than  those  of  last  year. 
The  list  follows: 

Allentown. — Free  Library — $500  from  Capt.  George  Ormrod. 

Carlisle. — Bosler  Memorial  Library — $5,000  and  the  adjoining  prop- 
erty from  the  late  Mrs.  Bosler. 

Chambersburg. — $20,000  for  a public  library  building  conditioned 
on  the  borough  agreeing  to  appropriate  at  least  $T,000  annually  for 
maintenance  and  the  women’s  club  turning  over  to  the  new  institu- 
tion all  the  books  in  their  library. 

Edgewood. — $12,500  from  the  Carnegie  corporation  for  a library 
building  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Greencastle. — Public  Library — $2,000  which  remained  after  the 
celebration  of  “Old  Home  Week.” 

Harrisburg. — Public  Library — $7,000  from  Mrs.  Lyman  Gilbert, 
for  the  purchase  of  books  in  memory  of  her  husband. 

Hazleton. — Public  Library — $1,200  from  John  Markle  to  finish  the 
children’s  room. 

Midland. — $22,500  from  the  Carnegie  corporation  for  a library 
building,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Mt.  Holly  Springs. — Amelia  S.  Given  Free  Library — $20,000  for 
endowment,  by  bequest  from  Mrs.  Bell,  the  donor  of  the  building. 

Pottsville. — Free  Public  Library — $17,500  from  an  unknown  donor, 
to  pay  off  the  mortgage  on  the  lot  secured  sometime  ago. 

Sewickley. — Public  Library— $50,000  from  W.  L.  Clause  for  site 
and  building  for  Sewickley  and  Edgeworth. 

York. — $193,000  by  bequest  of  Milton  D.  Martin,  also  some  pictures 
and  art  objects  given  by  Mrs.  Martin  to  form  the  beginning  of  an  art 
collection.  $125,000  of  the  above  amount  is  for  building  and  site.  The 
rest  for  endowment. 
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NEW  LIBRARIES. 

Eight  new  libraries  have  been  organized  and  opened  for  use  during 
the  year.  This  makes  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  free  libraries  in 
the  State.  One  of  the  noticeable  things  about  this  is  that  it  is  the 
small  towns  which  are  coming  into  line  while  the  larger  ones  are  con- 
tent to  get  along  without.  The  following  twenty-eight  counties  are 
without  free  libraries  at  the  county  seat : 

Adams. 

Armstrong. 

Bedford. 

Blair. 

Cambria. 

Center. 

Clearfield. 

Cumberland. 

Elk. 

Fayette. 

Forest. 

Franklin. 

Fulton. 

Greene. 

Some  of  these  are  agitating  the  matter  of  a library  and  we  hope  in 
another  year  to  promote  them  to  the  other  list.  Some  of  them  also, 
have  subscription  libraries  and  are,  therefore  not  entirely  bookless. 

The  towns  which  have  established  libraries  are : 


Huntingdon. 

Jefferson. 

Juniata. 

Lebanon. 

Mercer. 

Mifflin. 

Monroe. 

Northumberland. 

Perry. 

Snyder. 

Sullivan. 

Venango. 

Westmoreland. 


Ambridge June  10 

Bala-Cynwyd  July  1 

Cherry  Tree January  1 

Leetsdale  April  8 


Newport November  29 

Boulette  January  10 

Shinglehouse  ....  September  25 

Taylor June  3 


In  response  to  the  request  of  teachers  in  Pine  Grove  we  gave  assist- 
ance in  organizing  a collection  in  the  High  School  as  a school  library. 
If  adults  wish  to  use  the  books  they  are  allowed  to  do  so,  but  the  em- 
phasis is  laid  on  the  use  by  scholars. 
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The  publication  of  our  quarterly  bulletin  has  been  continued  during 
the  year.  Owing  to  our  reduced  income,  however,  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  reduce  its  size. 


ROUND  TABLE  MEETINGS. 


These  meetings  were  continued  during  the  year  and  were  held  in 
the  following  places:  Allentown,  Beaver  Falls,  Bradford,  Chester, 
Connellsville,  Erie,  Harrisburg,  Phoenixville,  Saltsburg,  Spring  City, 
Titusville,  and  Wilkes-Barre.  These  gatherings  are  for  only  a day 
and  in  some  cases  the  train  schedule  is  such  as  to  make  but  one  session 
possible.  The  meetings  mean  considerable  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the 
librarians,  as  they  pay  their  own  expenses  and  sometimes  are  incon- 
venienced considerably  in  making  the  trip.  Attendance  is  entirely 
voluntary,  which  means  that  those  who  come  are  interested.  Under 
these  circumstances  much  good  results,  and  as  this  is  to  the  good  of 
the  library,  it  would  seem  as  though  the  managers  should  meet  the  ex- 
pense. One  of  these  days  they  will  see  this  and  will  then  insist  that 
their  library  shall  be  represented.  Most  of  the  districts  into  which 
the  State  is  divided  hold  but  one  meeting  per  year.  But  those  in  the 
southeastern  part,  around  Philadelphia,  hold  three. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

The  fifth  session  of  the  Summer  School  for  library  workers  was  held 
at  State  College  in  connection  with  the  Teacher ’s  Course.  The  attend- 
ance was  quite  small  and  thinking  only  of  the  number  of  students,  it 
might  seem  not  worth  while.  When  one  thinks  of  the  numbers  with 
whom  these  students  come  in  contact,  however,  it  is  different. 

The  teaching  staff  was  the  same  as  usual,  except  that  Miss  Rock- 
well took  the  place  of  Miss  Turner.  The  following  outsiders  delivered 
one  or  more  lectures  to  the  school : 

Elisa  May  Willard,  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh. 

Alice  R.  Eaton,  Public  Library,  Harrisburg. 

Florence  Hulings,  Ross  Library,  Lock  Haven. 

Mrs.  Isaac  Rhodes,  Lansdowne. 

Emma  R.  Engle,  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia. 

A.  L.  Bailey,  Wilmington  Institute  Free  Library,  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware. 

TRAVELING  LIBRARIES. 

Interest  in  the  traveling  libraries  has  been  greater  than  ever  before. 
During  the  spring  we  sent  circulars  and  letters  to  the  postmasters  in 
many  of  the  little  towns  (less  than  300  population)  and  to  every  such 
town  in  Fulton  County.  Only  a few  of  these  manifested  interest  in 
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the  matter  but  it  resulted  in  adding  a few  stations.  The  great  increase 
seems  to  have  been  during  the  fall  and  we  have  been  busy  keeping  up 
with  the  demand.  There  has  seldom  been  a time  when  there  were  not 
from  twenty  to  thirty  applications  on  file.  We  are  hoping  this  will 
continue,  but  it  is  a heavy  burden  for  our  reduced  staff  to  carry. 

Twenty  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  books  were  loaned  by 
us  to  the  people  of  the  State.  Of  these,  fourteen  thousand,  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty -nine  were  in  the  form  of  traveling  libraries  to  pro- 
vide books  for  general  reading  in  communities  where  there  is  no  other 
library.  Seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  went  to  study  clubs  to 
provide  material  for  their  use.  One  hundred  and  fifty -seven  were 
loaned  to  individuals  to  help  them  in  their  work,  and  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-three  were  for  various  purposes.  Some  of  them  served  as 
a library  for  the  summer  school  at  Mt.  Gretna,  and  others  formed  book 
exhibits  in  various  places. 

The  remaining  thirty-four  hundred  and  eight  were  loaned  to  free 
libraries  to  help  them  in  their  work.  Many  of  these  might  properly 
he  added  to  the  regular  traveling  libraries  because  they  were  sent  to 
very  small  libraries  which  could  hardly  exist  were  it  not  for  this  aid. 
The  others  went  to  libraries  to  help  them  meet  calls  for  special  books 
or  books  on  particular  subjects. 

WORK  WITH  FOREIGNERS. 

The  problem  of  the  foreign  speaking  people  is  a very  important  one 
in  our  State.  A large  proportion  of  our  population  is  of  this  class. 
Principally  men ; there  are  some  women  and  children.  They  form 
settlements  in  our  industrial  centers  where  they  live  by  themselves 
grouped  according  to  language.  They  cannot  understand  English  nor 
the  languages  of  those  living  around  them.  They  are  thus  shut  off 
from  intercourse  with  others  and  are  handicapped  in  their  efforts  to 
secure  work.  It  is  not  surprising  that  there  should  be  misunderstand- 
ing of  their  surroundings  and  that  these  people  should  become  the  easy 
prey  of  designing  men  of  their  own  and  other  races. 

Contrary  to  the  usual  idea  these  people  read.  Not  all  of  them,  it 
is  true,  but  many.  They  have  their  daily  or  weekly  newspapers. 
Printing  presses  are  turning  out  many  books  for  them  to  read.  The 
problem  is  not  how  to  get  them  to  read,  but  how  to  get  the  right  kind 
of  books  for  them.  Their  views  of  life  are  so  different  from  ours  that 
it  is  not  wise  to  take  the  opinions  of  any  one  of  them  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  books.  They  will  recommend  things  which  to  us  are  entirely 
wrong. 
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In  spite  of  this  handicap  our  libraries  are  doing  a great  deal  to  meet 
this  situation.  They  have  for  many  years  been  providing  books  and 
the  Commission  has  aided  the  smaller  libraries  by  loans  from  its  own 
collection.  We  have  hooks  in  German,  Italian,  Hungarian,  Lithuanian 
and  Polish. 

The  Commission  has  also  aided  in  this  by  having  a notice  to  return 
books  in  two  weeks  printed  in  ten  languages  so  we  can  supply  libraries 
with  them. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  under  the  leader- 
ship of  J.  S.  Vascavage,  the  Lithuanian  people  in  Pittston  have  main- 
tained a free  library  for  many  years. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  FOREIGNERS. 

In  response  to  the  demand  for  books  for  the  foreigner,  either  in  his 
own  language  or  to  help  him  learn  English,  the  following  short  list  has 
been  compiled.  The  Commission  would  like  to  urge  the  librarians  to 
find  out,  if  it  has  not  been  done  already,  what  foreigners,  if  any,  are 
within  reach  of  the  library ; to  get  the  books  needed  by  them ; to  get 
them  to  use  the  library ; and  to  help  stimulate  the  interest  of  the  vari- 
ous forces  of  the  town  in  the  immigrant  and  his  needs. 

The  Commission  has  small  collections  of  books  in  German,  Italian, 
Hungarian,  Lithuanian  and  Polish  for  loaning  to  libraries  desiring 
them.  We  have  also  for  distribution  to  libraries  purchasing  books  in 
foreign  languages,  rules  as  to  the  length  of  time  the  books  may  be  kept 
and  the  fines,  in  Bohemian,  French,  German,  Hungarian,  Italian,  Pol- 
ish, Russian,  Slavish,  Swedish,  and  Yiddish. 

Lists  of  Books  in  Foreign  Languages. 


The  A.  L.  A.  foreign  hook  lists: 

French  books $0.25 

German  books .50 

Hungarian  books .15 

Norwegian  and  Danish  books .25 

Polish  books  .25 

Swedish  books  .25 


A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board,  78  E.  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  111 
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BUFFALO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

List  of  Polish  books  compiled  by  Mrs.  Jozefa  Kudlicka,  1913.  25c. 
CARR,  JOHN  FOSTER. 

Immigrant  and  library;  Italian  helps,  1914.  Immigrant  Publica- 
tion Society.  35c.  (Notes  in  English.) 

NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Polish  book  list,  1915.  (No  English  notes;  roughly  classified.) 

See  also  bulletins  of  libraries  adding  foreign  books,  as  the  Carnegie 
Library,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. 

Bibliography  of  Lists  for  Foreigners  Learning  English  and  about 

America. 

CAMPBELL,  J.  MAUD. 

Foreign  periodicals.  Free  Library  Commission,  Boston,  Mass. 
DETROIT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Books  for  foreigners  learning  English,  1915.  Classified  under  such 
headings  as : 

1.  Readers,  grammars  and  handbooks. 

2.  Books  on  naturalization  and  citizenship. 

3.  Books  about  America.  (Is  full  and  up  to  date.  No  annotations.) 
FARRAR,  IDA  F. 

Books  about  America  for  new  Americans.  Massachusetts  Free  Pub- 
lic Library  Commission,  Boston,  Mass.  (Classified;  no  annotations.) 

KANSAS  CITY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Library  helps  to  citizenship.  Special  Library  List,  No.  11,  1915. 

NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Books  for  foreigners  learning  English.  New  York  Public  Library, 
1915.  (Classified,  up-to-date  and  well  annotated.) 

REID,  MARGUERITE,  and  J.  G.  MOULTON. 

Aids  in  library  work  with  foreigners.  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board, 
Chicago,  1912.  10c.  (Of  great  help  to  the  librarian;  gives  a well 

classified  list  of  what  was  available  in  1912.) 
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Books  for  Teaching  English  to  Foreigners. 
BESHGETURIAN,  A. 

Foreigner’s  guide  to  English.  Immigrant  Publication  Society,  241 
Fifth  Avenue,  N.  Y.,  1915.  75c.  (Well  illustrated  with  familiar  ob- 
jects and  names  of  common  things  taken  first.  Probably  the  best  yet 
published.) 

CHANCELLOR,  W.  E. 

Reading  and  language  lessons  for  evening  schools.  Am.  Bk.  Co., 
1904.  30c.  (Illustrated  and  well  selected  reading.) 

DANA,  EMMA  L. 

Makers  of  America ; the  lives  of  Washington,  Lincoln,  Franklin,  Jef- 
ferson. Immigrant  Publication  Society.  Paper,  50c ; cloth,  75c. 
(Designed  as  a second  and  third  book  in  English.  Aims  to  give  also 
the  spirit  of  America.) 

FIELD,  W.  S.,  and  M.  E.  COVENEY. 

English  for  new  Americans.  Silver,  Burdett  & Co.,  1911.  60c.  (Is 
very  simple,  illustrated,  large  type.  Has  a vocabulary  in  ten  lan- 
guages; is  useful  for  mixed  classes.) 

O’BRIEN,  SARA  R, 

English  for  foreigners.  Book  one  and  two.  Houghton,  Mifflin  Co., 
1909  and  1912.  50c.  (All  English.  Some  illustrations  and  large 

type.) 

Books  About  the  United  States. 

CARR,  JOHN  FOSTER. 

Guide  to  the  United  States.  Immigrant  Publication  Society.  (In 
Italian,  Polish,  English  and  Yiddish.  A guide  to  the  United  States 
containing  information  of  practical  use  to  the  stranger.  Useful  for 
the  librarian  as  well.  Would  encourage  foreigners  to  own  it.) 

LYNCH,  CHARLES,  and  M.  J.  SHIELDS.  . 

American  National  Red  Cross  text  book  on  first  aid ; abridged. 
Blaikiston,  1910.  30c.  (In  Italian,  Polish,  Yiddish,  Slovak  and 

Lithuanian.) 
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PLASS,  ANNA  A. 

Civics  for  Americans  in  the  making.  Heath  & Company.  50c.  (One 
of  the  most  popular  in  the  study  of  civics.  Has  vocabulary  in  Italian, 
German,  Swedish,  French,  Polish,  Greek  and  Yiddish.) 

RICHMAN,  JULIA,  and  I.  R.  WALLACH. 

Good  citizenship.  American  Book  Company,  1908.  45c.  (Deals 

especially  with  city  government.) 

Some  Organizations  Helping. 

BUREAU  OF  IMMIGRATION  AND  NATURALIZATION— Divi- 
sion of  Information,  Washington,  D.  C.  Agricultural  Opportunities, 
No.  1-7.  In  English  and  Polish.  Free. 

IMMIGRANT  PUBLICATION  SOCIETY,  241  Fifth  Avenue,  N.  Y. 
(This  society  is  given  up  entirely  to  publishing  most  successfully  the 
books  the  alien  needs  in  adapting  himself  to  this  country.  Get  list  of 
publications.) 

METROPOLITAN  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  (nearest  of- 
fice), free,  “The  Child,”  an  illustrated  pamphlet  in  German,  Polish 
and  Yiddish. 

NATIONAL  AMERICANIZATION  COMMITTEE,  20  W.  34th 
St.,  N.  Y.  (Practical  work  of  Americanization,  care  and  treatment  of 
the  immigrant.  Publishes  the  “Immigrants  in  America  Review,”  a 
quarterly  magazine.) 

NATIONAL  SOCIETY,  SONS  OF  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION, 
Washington,  D.  C.  Free. 

Information  for  immigrants  concerning  the  United  States.  (In  fif- 
teen languages.) 

Naturalization  of  Aliens  in  the  United  States.  (In  English  only.) 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.  (In  English  only.) 

N.  A.  CIVIC  LEAGUE  FOR  IMMIGRANTS,  173  State  St.,  Boston. 
Messages  for  new  comers  to  the  United  States.  $5  per  100.  Series  1 
in  English,  Finnish,  Hungarian,  Italian,  Polish  and  Yiddish.  Series  2 
in  English  only. 

Y.  M.  C.  A. — Immigration  Department,  124  E.  28th  St.,  N.  Y.  (Get 
list  of  publications.)- 
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COWHIDE  VS.  BUCKRAM. 

In  the  second  edition  of  Library  Handbook  No.  5,  “Binding  for 
Libraries,”  recently  issued,  the  A.  L.  A.  Committee  on  Bookbinding 
advocates  the  use  of  cowhide  in  binding  fiction  and  juvenile  books. 
Unfortunately  the  war  demand  for  cowhide  has  caused  the  price  to 
advance  and  the  quality  to  deteriorate.  The  committee  therefore  sug- 
gests that  buckram  meeting  the  specifications  of  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards, or  other  cloths  equally  as  strong,  he  substituted  for  cowhide  in 
all  cases.  When  the  price  and  quality  again  become  normal  this  policy 
should  be  reversed.  A.  L.  Bailey,  Chairman, 

A.  L.  A.  Committee  on  Bookbinding. 


